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Proposed law provides that the state health officer institute a public safety campaign to warn the public of risks associated 
with the consumption of Chinese seafood, even if it is deemed safe by the seafood inspection program that is administered 
by the Department of Agriculture. Proposed law requires DHH and the Louisiana Restaurant Association to employ a 
marketing campaign to highlight the benefits of patronizing Louisiana restaurants and eating local seafood. Proposed law 
requires retailers and any other person selling Chinese seafood to label the product with the following language “This product
contains Chinese seafood and has passed all current government standards for its sale in the state of Louisiana, however, 
Chinese seafood products have been reported to contain substances which may be carcinogenic. Proposed law requires retail
seafood dealers to post a sign with the following language “Chinese seafood has been reported to contain substances which
may be carcinogenic. The consumption of Chinese seafood may be hazardous to your health”. The sign must be in the 
English language, in legible type, and located in a conspicuous place.

The requirements of this legislation is estimated to result in total additional State General Fund expenditures of $200,000 for
FY 2009-10 to create a public safety campaign to inform the public about the risks of consuming seafood from the People’s 
Republic of China. This estimate is based on similar public safety campaigns previously implemented by the Office of Public 
Health. The campaign will consist of billboards, handouts, public broadcasting announcements, and the development of an 
additional web-based component to respond to consumer questions. DHH anticipates using existing staff and resources to 
perform retail and restaurant inspections to ensure compliance with the requirements of this legislation. This bill also requires
DHH and the Louisiana Restaurant Association to use a marketing campaign to promote the benefits of eating local seafood;
however, it is anticipated that this campaign will be performed in conjunction with the safety campaign and will not result in
any additional costs. The requirements in this bill for DHH are subject to the appropriation of funds by the legislature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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